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Tsung-li Yamen and Tseng in the eyes of the Empress
Dowager as to get the better of the French Minister.
On   November  i6th, 1883,  the Tsung-li Yamen
sent to the French Minister and to the representatives
of all the Treat}* Powers at Peking an official Note,
setting forth China's position with reference to Annara.
The presence of Chinese troops in Tongking was
frankly admitted, as well as the intention to oppose
by force any advance of French troops in that direc-
tion.   Herein may be traced the supple hand of Li5
for the Marquis Tseng had officially and repeatedly
declared in Paris that there were no Chinese troops
in Tongking.   As a result, Tseng was made to look
ridiculous and the Yamen was compelled to disavow
him, whereupon the way was at last open for Li to
recover full control of the situation.   In March, 1884,
the Chinese Government found matter for serious
reflection in the fall of Bacninh and Sontay.    In
April, Prince Kung, who for twenty-four years had
been   practically   Chancellor   of   the   Empire,   was
removed from office by the Decree of the Empress
Tzu Hsi, together with most of his bellicose colleagues
of the Yamen.   From this date onwards the influence
of Li Hung-chang became paramount, his pacific
counsels prevailed, and his policy of reorganising
the country's military and naval services began to
assume form and substance, under the favourable
auspices of the Empress and Prince Ch5un, the Seventh
Prince.   He had played the waiting game and he had
won,  though the  final justification  of his pacific
policy in regard to France was not achieved until a
year later.   With the assistance of his loyal hench-
man, Herr Gustav Detring (Commissioner of Customs
at Tientsin), he succeeded, within a month of the fall